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awareness of food safety issues and contribute to the UN’s 
development goals. For this inaugural World Food Safety 

everyone involved in food systems has a part to play. Many 

to food security, human health, economic prosperity, agriculture, 
market access, tourism and sustainable development.

contaminated food. When food is not safe, children cannot learn, 
adults cannot work. Human development cannot take place.

HorizonScan can play a key part in the sharing of intelligence and 
data on emerging and increasing food safety issues. HorizonScan 
houses data since 1999 to date, a web-based food safety 

all food integrity areas. The system will help keep you posted on 
hazard and risk assessments across all food sectors from around 

residues, mycotoxins, allergens, heavy metals, dioxins, PCBs 
and many more. Developed and researched by industry experts, 
these insights will keep you up to date with regulatory breaches 

industry developments and hazards focusing on food quality, 

First ever World Food Safety Day (WFSD) was celebrated on 7 June 2019 

The Fera Team

Dear Reader

To learn more about HorizonScan, contact 
HorizonScan@foodchainid.com

www.globalhorizonscan.com
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Food fraud issues:
• 

supermarket brands suggested they may be adulterated 

• The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Food Safety and Halal Food 

and illegally added to spices.
• 

and meat products to check that they conform with 
EU requirements. The study found 71.4% of dairy PDO 
products and 46.1% of PDO meat product samples involved 

labelled.
• 

• 
of supermarket and restaurant pizzas and other dishes 

milk.
• 

seafood in South Korea is a common occurrence across 

supermarkets. 34.8% of samples were found to be a 

• 

criminal group found trading adulterated olive oil in 

(believed to have a commercial value of €1,200,000) and 
24 people have been arrested. Low quality oils, including 

them to change the colour to make them appear to be oils 
of higher quality.

• 
into the organic sector in The Netherlands which has found 
hundreds of Dutch organic food producers were being 

the necessary rules. It is believed around 10% of producers 
were not complying with organic rules.

• 

contaminated waters, tax evasion and money laundering.
• 

food fraud scheme where margarine was being falsely sold 

• 
be carried out in France following the uncovering of 
adulterated chopped beef steaks. The steaks were found 
to contain excess fat, low quality meat, starch and soy 

tonnes of beef products were delivered by a French 

for the poor. The unnamed French company obtained the 
supplies from a Polish manufacturer via another French 

• 

as being Type 1 (best quality) has been mixed with Types 2 
and Type 3 rice (lower quality). In 2018, 39 of 72 samples 

declared.
• 

78 countries, with more than 67,000 checks carried out at 
shops, markets, airports, seaports and industrial estates. The 
checks resulted in the seizure of more than 16,000 tonnes 
and 33 million litres of either counterfeit or substandard 
food and beverages, with 67 individuals arrested with 

highlighted by Europol include organic foods being 

from 2,4-Dinitrophenol in supplements.
• Red meat exports from Canada to China have been 

suspended in the wake of further counterfeit health 

ractopamine in a batch of pork being exported from 
Canada.
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• 
in sesame seeds from Ethiopia has increased during the 

• 
Slovak Republic, United States and the United Kingdom) 
are seeing an increase in the number of reports regarding 

• 
concerning the presence of unauthorised colours in pickled 
turnips from Syria.

• 
of food poisoning by histamine could increase in Europe if 

increase of fresh tuna imports into Europe between 2011 
and 2015.

• 
has been picked up in HorizonScan concerning the presence 
of pyrrolizidine alkaloids in oregano from Turkey.

• 

morhua) from France has been considered an emerging issue 
by HorizonScan.

• 
from Uganda has become apparent in Spain and Italy. 
The unauthorised substances being found are profenofos, 
omethoate and carbendazim.

• 
paprika powder from Spain, via the United Kingdom, has 

• 
cooked meat not complaining with pyrogen-free limit and the 

• 
following the release of several recalls in Italy due to 

Increasing issues:

Emerging issues:

5
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Quarter change 
from Q1 2019

Annual change 
from Q2 2018

Q2 results 2019

Poultry & poultry products 70.7%57.9%

Seafood 22.8%25.6%

Milk & dairy products 21.3%19.1%

Meat & meat products 
(excluding poultry)

9.7%9.4%

Herbs & spices 41.0%48.0%

Fruit & vegetables 29.5%13.7%

Nuts, nut products & seeds 7.0%2.9%
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Poultry meat and 
poultry products
Main issues reported during Q2 2019

Total of 170 issues

Key Commodity % Main issues

Meat - chicken 47.1 Salmonella

Meat products 
(pate, burgers etc)

30.6 Salmonella or foreign bodies

Eggs 10 Salmonella

Meat – turkey 5.9 Salmonella

1.2
or Salmonella

1.2 Mislabelling or Salmonella

Meat – duck 1.2 Salmonella

Meat, minced, 
ground – chicken

1.2 Salmonella
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Seafood
Main issues reported during Q2 2019

Total of 186 issues

Key Commodity % Main issues

Fish - 37.6 Mercury

Fish – 17.2 Listeria

Bivalve molluscs 
(mussels etc.)

16.1 E. coli, Salmonella or DSP

Crustaceans 
(crab, shrimps etc.)

15.1
drugs

Cephalopods 
(octopus, squid etc.)

8.1
Cadmium 

Seaweed, algae, 
carrageenan

2.7 Iodine
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Milk & dairy products
Main issues reported during Q2 2019

Total of 131 issues

Key Commodity % Main issues

Milk products - 
cheese

68.7 E. coli or Listeria

Milk products - 
ice-cream etc.

16 Undeclared tree nuts

Milk - 
bovine (cow)

4.6 E. coli

Milk products - 
yoghurt

3.8 Foreign bodies

Milk products - 
milk powder

1.5
or vet drugs

Milk products - 
others (e.g. caseins)

1.5 Norovirus
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Meat and meat products 
(other than poultry)
Main issues reported during Q2 2019

Total of 186 issues

Key Commodity % Main issues

Meat products - 
sausages

39.2 Listeria, Salmonella or 

Meat products - 23.7 Listeria or Salmonella

Meat - bovine 
(beef, veal, cow)

9.7 E. coli

Minced meat - 
(beef, veal, cow)

7 Foreign bodies

Meat products - 
pork hams

4.8 Listeria

Meat - 
equidae (horse)

3.8
or dioxins

Meat - ovine (lamb, 2.7 Salmonella

Meat - 
porcine (pork, pig)

2.7 Salmonella
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Herbs & spices
Main issues reported during Q2 2019

Total of 148 issues

Key Commodity % Main issues

Spice mixtures & curry 
powder

27.7 Undeclared allergens 

Pepper, black, pink and 
white

10.8 Salmonella 

Paprika and chilli 
powder

8.1 Salmonella

6.8

Nutmeg whole & 
ground

6.1

Oregano 5.4 Other natural toxicants

Paan leaves (Betel) 5.4 E. coli or Salmonella

Coriander leaves 
(cilantro)

5.4
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Fruit & vegetables
Main issues reported during Q2 2019

Total of 246 issues

Key Commodity % Main issues

Peppers (sweet or bell) 12.6 Listeria

8.9

Chilli peppers - fresh or 
dried 

4.9

Figs – dried 4.5

Raspberries 4.1 Norovirus

Spinach 3.7

Other small fruit & 
berries

3.7

Beans (dry) 3.3
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Nuts, nut products 
and seeds
Main issues reported during Q2 2019

Total of 107 issues

Key Commodity % Main issues

Pistachios 27.1

24.3

Hazelnuts 11.2

Coconut – fresh 5.6 Salmonella

Melon (egusi) seeds 4.7

3.7 E. coli

Bean sprouts (mung 
beans)

2.8

Walnuts 2.8



Global food integrity issues 
reported on HorizonScan

KEY

example 36% of all issues concerning nuts, nut products and seeds involved 
pistachios.

‘Main issues’
but does not include every minor issue, for example, most reported issues 
concerning chicken meat were the presence of Salmonella.

‘Issues’ 

reliable sources around the world.

 
 
 foodsafety@fera.co.uk 
 +44 (0)300 100 0323
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