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Two, four and eight billion people is the extraordinary doubling 

to 2 billion by 1927, doubled to 4 billion by 1974 and will reach 

grow from around 7.5 billion people today to 9.1 billion people 

predicted to be place an increase demand for future food-stocks 

have all the available tools to hand to cope with this forecasted 
expansion. 

of rising global temperatures, with water stress and drought 
becoming more common. The promise of new levels of food 

Advances in technology and open access is fuelling an explosion 

programming interface). Allowing you to gain access to the 

countries, 22,000 suppliers and hazards, from Food Fraud to 
Allergens and Microbes.  

This data powers our global food safety issues tool, Horizonscan 

trend is the popularity of plant-based diets of vegans, 

meat) has skyrocketed rapidly since 2016, in UK and Europe.  

in the world yet fewer than 20 species now provide 90% of 
our food, with these being dominated by rice, maize, wheat 

in our everyday diets. That means food security will be more 
important than ever and having that visibility at a touch of a 

can make to your business.

Is the world big enough?

The Fera Team

Dear Reader

The Fera Team

Why not trial HorizonScan and see the di�erence it can 
make in your business?

Contact HorizonScan@foodchainid.com

globalhorizonscan.com
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Food fraud issues:
• Doubts have been raised over the purity of natural honey 

 known brands by Consumer Voice. Only one brand was  
 found to contain added sugars (C4 sugars) at levels within  
 the new standards set out by the Food Safety and   
 standards Authority of India, 7%. One brand was found  
 to contain 12.27% of C4 sugars and the other 8 brands  
 did not show the existence of proteins on the basis of  

 honey may not be pure.

• A study carried out by Consumer Voice in India has

  was found to be the most adulterated with 85% of
  samples found to be adulterated, closely followed by  

 adulterated) and mustard oil (71.77% adulterated).

• Researchers in China have developed a method to   

 tested on 15 blind samples of commercially packaged rice  
 were used from supermarkets across 4 areas of China and  

 origin to that declared on the packaging. The method is  

•

 region are being checked following this discovery. Poland  

 in 2017.

•

•

 examined were mislabelled. The study revealed that   

 through the supply chain.

• A famous Chinese health brand has been banned from  

 label product.

•

 West of the country which saw sport horses being illegally  

•
 illegal slaughter of sick cows in Poland, it appears that some  

 Polish beef in the country may result. 

• 
 selling endangered shark meat to the public. Researchers  

 wholesaler belonged to the globally endangered scalloped 

 hammerheads.

• Europol and the Italian NAS Carabinieri have dismantled a 
 criminal network producing counterfeit trademarks and labels 
 of a winery in Florence and adding them to cheaper, lower 

• Food experts have warned that 2019 may see a rise in  

 weather and the spread of a bacteria killing olive trees in  
 Europe which has resulted in years of bad harvests, with this  

 Ministry of Agriculture reported that 60% of olive oil  
 products it tested were not true to what was declared on the  
 label, with some brands found to be 85% soybean oil.
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•

  vinegar sector in Italy. Fraudsters are suspected of using  

• 

 with a market value of between €696,000 and €870,000 was 

 product.

• 
 scam in which Italian kiwis were being incorrectly labelled 

 tonnes of the fruit were fraudulently labelled over 3 years, 

 being from Italy.

•

 network was found to be falsely labelling hams as Iberian, 
 with over 30 companies believed to have been involved. 
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• Salmonella Poona outbreak linked to rice milk formula  

 in France. The Spanish factory implicated in the current 
 outbreak was also the source of a 2010/2011 Salmonella 
 Poona outbreak which saw 289 infants sickened. The 

 related. 

•
 concerning the presence of Salmonella in black pepper from 

• Further to the highlight of 29th of January 2019 regarding the 

 escalate. It has now become apparent that meat from the sick 
 cows has been distributed around Europe, with a RASFF report 

•
 regarding a Salmonella Agbeni outbreak in Norway, further 

 7 possible) and a source has now been suggested. A possible 

• 
 following the release of a RASFF report and several recalls and  
 alerts from individual countries for undeclared sulphites in 

 Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Maldives, Malta, 
 Netherlands, Philippines, Poland, Romania, South Africa, Spain, 

• An emerging issue has appeared regarding the possible  

 milk cheeses from Ireland. The cheeses were made using 
 unpasteurised milk from a herd in which animals tested 

 by the producer.

• An emerging issue involving undeclared milk in chocolate 

 companies within the country. As well as chocolate products 
 being recalled, 2 alerts have also now been released for  
 biscuits containing chocolate (chocolate chip cookies and   
 maple and choco biscuits) due to undeclared milk.

• Following the release of a RASFF report an emerging issue has  

Increasing issues:

Emerging issues:
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Quarter change 
from Q4 2018

Annual change 
from Q1 2018

Q1 results 2019

 

Poultry & poultry products 7.0%25.2%

Seafood 45.7%4.2%

Milk & dairy products 32.9%2.7%

Meat & meat products 
(excluding poultry)

23.2%25.4%

Herbs & spices 35.6%57.1%

Fruit & vegetables 9.7%0.4%

Nuts, nut products & seeds 28.5%14.2%
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Herbs & spices
Main issues reported during Q1 2019

Total of 99 issues

Key Commodity % Main issues

Pepper, black, pink 
and white

24.2 Salmonella 

20.2
or other PAHs

Spice mixtures & 
curry powder

16.2

Coriander leaves 
(cilantro)

9.1

Paprika and 
chilli powder

8.1 Other processing issues or 
Salmonella

Oregano 6.1 Other natural toxicants

Nutmeg whole 
and ground

4

Fennel seed 3 Colours for use in food

fresh
3



Global food integrity issues 
reported on HorizonScan

KEY

example 28.4% of all issues concerning nuts, nut products and seeds involved 
pistachios.

‘Main issues’
but does not include every minor issue, for example, most reported 
issues concerning chicken meat were either the presence of Salmonella, 
Campylobacter or Listeria. 

‘Issues’

reliable sources around the world.

contact the Food Sales Team on; 
 
 foodsafety@fera.co.uk 
 +44 (0)300 100 0323
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For further information or for a HorizonScan trial, contact:

HorizonScan@foodchainid.com

globalhorizonscan.com


